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“The Little Prince” is a prime example of the idiom: “Never judge a book by its cover.” With its colorful artwork and colloquial language, the novella by Antoine De Saint-Exupery certainly gives people the impression of a typical children’s book. Despite this, each page of the story holds an intrinsic and philosophical meaning, teaching readers different values of life.  Through the experience of the stranded pilot in the desert, and his interaction with the little prince, whom he meets, readers come to understand what is important in life.

 Saint-Exupery explains different morals of life. He implores grownups not to be too narrow-minded, and the importance of imagination. The book also teaches readers the significance of relationships, and it is the relationships that change your perspective in the world. Another important moral of the story is that “one sees clearly only with the heart. Anything essential is invisible to the eyes”
. 

To depict the importance of imagination, the book starts off with the narrator’s childhood experience of his drawings of a boa constrictor swallowing an elephant. With his interactions with different adults, who interpret his picture as “a hat”, it shows the narrow-mindedness of the grownups and also the fact that the grownups only look on the surface of things. The grownups cannot use their imagination to create the image of the elephant inside the snake. The dullness and superficial adult perspective is further explored by another example, the Turkish astronomer. He gives a presentation of his explorations of Asteroid B-612, twice, as he was rejected the first time because he was dressed in traditional Turkish clothing, but accepted the second try, dressed in a European suit. The incident also shows the stubborn side of grownups, insisting their limited perspective of the world to be the correct one. In contrast, the protagonist, the little prince is the epitome of childhood imagination. His open-minded perspective of the world is very much appreciated by the narrator of the story. 


The importance of imagination is also further brought out, by the fact that the narrator quickly regains his loss of childhood innocence after he meets the prince. After failure in finding an adult who understood his drawings, the narrator “abandoned, at the age of six, a magnificent career as an artist”. In meeting the little prince, the narrator draws 3 drawings of sheep on his request. However, the fact that the little prince rejected the first two literal drawings of a sheep, opting for a box with holes as the “the sheep [he] wants is inside” reflects the importance and the need for imagination in life. As the narrator also retains his ability to draw something that requires the use of imagination, he quickly regains his childhood innocence, lost through the failure of the drawing of the boa constrictor. The adult state of the narrator shows that the children’s perspective of the world will not get lost as a person matures and can be regained. Also, the limited perspective of the adult is not a state of life. 

Additionally, three major interactions between the characters which are the little prince and the fox, the little prince and his beloved rose, and the little prince and the narrator tell us that “you’re forever responsible for what you’ve tamed”. Since one is responsible for what he or she is tamed, the relationship between oneself and the object changes that person’s view of the world. 

For both the fox and the narrator, the taming from the little prince causes them pain, as both know that the relationship cannot last, the prince would have to leave in the end. However, the alienation of all three of them causes their yearning for friendship and companionship in each other. Taming causes one’s perspective of the world to change. As the fox was tamed by the prince, “[his] life [was] filled with sunshine” and “[the prince’s footsteps] will call [him] out of [his] burrow like music”, and when seeing the fields, “the wheat, which is golden, will remind [him] of [the prince]”. After creating ties with the little prince, the foxes’ perspective and view of the world changes, as he is reminded of the little prince. Likewise, the narrator shares the same worry of the prince, wondering if the sheep has eaten the rose, hence when he looks at the night sky, “all the stars laugh sweetly” as the narrator sees the prince on his planet. The taming of the prince causes the fox and the narrator’s world to alter, turning their world more beautiful, indicating the beauty of friendship. 

Furthermore, the interactions between the prince, the fox and the narrator, gives the message of the importance of relationships. After the taming, the fox and the narrator are in “need” of the prince. This “need [for] each other” stems the importance for relationships. The narrator is reminded of the prince when he looks at the stars. The narrator in the end, implores us to do the same and look at the stars, asking “Has the sheep eaten the flower or not?” so that we can witness ourselves for the change in creating ties with others. His parting words are then, “no grownups will ever understand how such a thing could be important”, this clearly reflects that adults are very busy in life, only paying attention to serious matters, leaving no time to create ties with others; hence the ignorance of the importance of having relationships further puts emphasis on its significance. The fox says on this point that “people haven’t time to learn anything”, which means the secret to create ties with others to form friendship. Due to their busyness in life, people like to “buy things ready-made in stores”, and because you can’t buy friends in stores, “people no longer have friends”. The behavior of the people contrasts greatly with the fox and the prince, clearly showing the significance of relationships when time is given to cultivate it. 

In relation to above, the time given for the cultivation of the relationship is what makes the relationship important to a person. This sums up the relationship of love between the rose and the prince. For the prince, the rose “is the one [he] watered…is the one [he] sheltered…the one for whom [he] killed caterpillars for…the one [he] listened to when she complained…boasted… or said nothing at all”. The prince has taken care of his rose, and therefore the rose is more important than the billions of roses he meets. The prince spends time investing in the relationship of both the fox and the rose. Moreover, he gives more effort as the tamer, while the tamed just receives his affections. It’s the prince’s efforts of taming that makes the tamed more important and special to the prince. The tamed, thus, becomes “the only one” for the prince. This is the reason why the relationship becomes important and dear to a person. To the narrator also, the stars become important to him because of the relationship he has with the prince. The narrator does not want the prince to leave, but he also understands that the prince is also tamed. Stars are important to the narrator as it represents the relationship he has with the prince, “[the prince] is living on one of them” and when the narrator looks up, he will see the prince laughing, and become glad that “he knows someone like [the prince]”.

The most important moral of the story is the final teaching of the fox. We are taught that “one sees clearly only with the heart. Anything essential is invisible to the eyes”. This is the secret of life, to search for the mysteries of the world, to inquire because that is the most important thing. It is the process of exploration that matters. This message is clearly portrayed through the search for the well in the desert on the last day the narrator has with the prince. The well is “essential” and “invisible to the eyes” hidden underneath the sand dunes. However, through the search with the little prince, the narrator suddenly comes to understand that the water was “born of [their] walk beneath stars, of the song of the pulley of the effort of [his] arms”- the process of exploring for a well. The narrator’s journey in successfully learning what the fox has taught the prince, also tells us that lessons must be learned through personal explorations, in lieu of books and texts. Moreover on the trains with children “their noses against the windowpanes”, also shows the importance of the process of exploration, as the narrator states the children with their innocent perspective understands that the journey to the destination is more important than the destination itself. 
“The Little Prince” is rich in content, intriguing and philosophical. The whole plot on the whole is very thought-provoking; the story itself vividly dances in front of your eyelids as you close your eyes. Albeit the liveliness of the book, Saint-Exupery understands that the morals are hard to grasp, and tries his best to simplify the message by using illustrations, diction, and portrayal of the little prince. 

Illustrations of “The Little Prince” are the author’s way of explaining the story, as he thinks as words to be limited and some life lessons defy verbal explanation. Despite this excuse, the illustrations of the book are pivotal to the understanding of the story. The drawings of the narrator aid the readers to understand the exact picture the author is trying to tell us. It even serves as a great symbol to the story. Illustration and artwork in the book is to represent childhood perspective, and the narrator has given up his art career as his drawings are not received well by adults. However, the narrator still decides on using drawings to aid him, showing his return toe the lost innocence of childhood.
The whole story is written in very simple English, one factor may be due to the reason that it is a translated work, the original being in French. The story is presented clearly and precisely, and has the quality and characteristics of a tale. The diction is down to earth and the colloquial language used makes it very much easier to understand what the author is trying to express and what message he is also trying to persuade us to follow. 

Saint-Exupery understands well enough that for his readers it is hard to grasp the fact that the childhood perspective must be retained. Therefore, he dedicates the book to children as “all grownups were once children”. This shows that with a children’s mind, this book could be easily understood. However, to aid “adult’s” comprehension of his message, Saint-Exupery portrays the child-like prince to have human-like quality so that we can link with him better. It seemed that the prince was superior to us all, as he could do what Saint-Exupery aspire his readers to do, however when facing the golden snake, the prince still feels fear, giving him human like qualities to help readers link with him easily. 

“The Little Prince” is an old classic and worth reading. The deep and intrinsic meaning hidden behind the aesthetic, yet simple drawings, and words of the narrator would keep you very much enraptured. One would also easily become enamored by the little prince, as you learn his daily experiences through the narrator’s storytelling. I hope that after reading this book, you would also learn the important values of life, heed the author to be imaginative and creative in life, take pride in our relationships with other people, and remember that the process of learning or exploration is as important as the final result.







� Saint-Exupery, Antoine De (1943). The Little Prince. Orlando/Florida:  Harcourt, Inc. 2000. Print. Subsequent references will be referred to this edition of text.
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